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Introduction

CIRCUS LOOPS is a European cooperation project led by Circusstad Festival (NL), Zirkus ON (DE), and
Cirkus Kolektiv (HR), co-funded by the Creative Europe Programme of the European Union. The project
aims to enrich contemporary circus creation by developing an innovative feedback methodology based
on audience perspectives that supports artists throughout their creative process.

Over a two-year period, CIRCUS LOOPS will research, test, and develop the Feedback Loops methodology
— a structured approach that explores how dialogue with audiences can function as a co-dramaturgical
tool in contemporary circus creation. Moving beyond traditional feedback formats, the project focuses on
integrating diverse audience perspectives — including circus audiences, young people, seniors, and
refugees — directly into the development of new artistic work.

The methodology will be developed through a practical, transnational process involving three selected
circus projects, which will each participate in three 10-day residencies in Croatia, Germany, and the
Netherlands. During each residency, artists will present work-in-progress showings and engage in
facilitated feedback sessions, allowing them to create, test, and refine their work while actively
contributing to the development of the Feedback Loops method.

We are seeking three contemporary circus artists or collectives based in Europe (including Creative
Europe countries*) who are currently in the early to mid-stage of a new creation. This program is
designed for artists interested in co-creation with audiences, and exploring how structured audience
dialogue can enhance their artistic process.

*The Creative Europe Programme includes the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, as well as the associated non-EU countries Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia,
Iceland, Kosovo, Liechtenstein, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, and Ukraine.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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What the Program Offers

International Residencies

Selected projects will take part in three 10-day international residencies, hosted by the project partners
in Split (Croatia), Karlsruhe (Germany), and Rotterdam (Netherlands), taking place between November
2026 and July 2027.

All three selected projects will participate in the residencies simultaneously in the same city and during
the same time period, while working in separate rehearsal spaces. This shared residency format
supports exchange between artists and creates a framework for collective reflection in dialogue with
audiences as part of the Feedback Loops process.

Following the residency period, artists will present their work in final showings (not premieres) at partner
festivals: Circusstad Festival (NL), Split Calling Festival (HR), and ATOLL Festival (DE).

Feedback Loops Process

During each residency, artists will present two work-in-progress showings and engage in a structured
feedback process that includes incubator sessions with interdisciplinary experts as well as Feedback
Loops sessions with inexperienced audiences. Together with the project partners, artists will work with
the Feedback Loops methodology, a co-creative tool designed to support the development of their work
and to better understand how their artistic choices resonate with diverse audiences.

Financial Support

The financial support provided within this programme is implemented as financial support to third
parties (FSTP) in accordance with EU funding regulations.

Each selected core team member will receive a fixed grant of €3,746 (gross) per core team member. The
total amount consists of €1,082 for each of the three residencies, plus €500 for participating in the final
presentation. The grant is intended to support the artistic work and participation of the selected artists
throughout the full duration of the programme.

In addition,travel arrangements, accommodation, and per diems will be organised and covered by the
project partners, in accordance with the project budget and internal guidelines. Travel will be arranged in
a cost-efficient manner.

Eligible Activities
The financial support may be used exclusively to support activities directly related to the development

and presentation of the selected project within the CIRCUS LOOPS programme.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Eligible activities include:

Artistic research and development of the proposed project
Participation in all residency periods

Preparation and presentation of work-in-progress showings
Participation in Feedback Loops sessions and related workshops
Collaboration with project partners and invited experts

Preparation and participation in final presentations

The financial support is linked to the active participation of the selected artists in the programme.
Activities not related to the project or outside the programme framework are not eligible.

The call has a clear European dimension, supporting cross-border artistic collaboration and participation
of artists based in Europe or Creative Europe countries.

Double Funding and EU Compliance

The financial support provided through this programme may not be combined with other EU funding for
the same project or activities (no double funding). By applying, applicants confirm that the proposed
project is not receiving and will not receive funding from other EU sources for the same scope of work.
The project partners reserve the right to request additional information on funding sources if necessary.
All supported activities must comply with applicable EU regulations and principles, including transparency,
equal treatment, and non-discrimination.

Visibility and Networking

Throughout the project, the partners will actively promote the selected artists and their work within their

networks and across the European circus field. The program concludes with final presentations at partner

festivals, offering visibility and opportunities to connect with international programmers and professional
networks, and supporting the further life of the projects beyond the residency trajectory.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Who Should Apply / Eligibility and Conditions

This call is open to individual contemporary circus artists or small companies based in Europe (including
Creative Europe countries).

The programme supports a core artistic team of up to three people. The core team is understood as the
essential artistic members whose presence is necessary for the development of the work throughout
the entire creation process and during all residency periods. Applicants are encouraged to clearly justify
the composition of their core team in relation to the project.

The programme foresees support for a maximum of six core team members in total across all selected
projects, in line with the available budget for financial support to third parties. The selection process will
take into consideration whether the proposed core team is coherent and appropriate to the needs of the
project. The programme aims to ensure fair opportunities for both solo artists and collective works; the
size or structure of the team will not be an exclusion criterion. The jury may take this into account when
determining the final selection and composition of supported teams.

Applicants should be developing a project in the early to mid-stage of creation. The premiere must take
place after the final residency period (end of July 2027), but may occur before the scheduled final
presentations.

Applicants must be available to participate in all residency periods without exception, commit to the full
duration of the programme, and be available for the final presentations at partner festivals. Each partner
festival will subsequently select one project that best aligns with its programme.

Applicants should not be enrolled in a full-time education or training programme during the project
trajectory, in order to ensure availability for all project activities.

Artists are expected to actively engage in the Feedback Loops sessions with diverse audience groups and
to contribute to the ongoing development of the Feedback Loops methodology through this process.
During the first residency already, artists are expected to present a minimum of 10 minute
work-in-progress showing on the fifth day of the residency. After additional four working days, artists will
present a second work-in-progress showing, in length corresponding to the current stage of their creation.

The project activities will be photographed and filmed; by applying, applicants acknowledge and accept
that audiovisual materials may be used by the project partners for communication, promotion, and
reporting purposes.

We are looking for artists who are willing to engage in a repeated feedback process involving diverse
audience groups. Applicants should demonstrate an openness to co-dramaturgy, using audience insights
as a tool to reflect on and refine their artistic work, while maintaining their artistic integrity.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Schedule

Residencies

e Split, Croatia: 19—28 November 2026
e Karlsruhe, Germany: 6-15 February 2027
o Rotterdam, Netherlands: 12-21 July 2027

Final Presentations

e Karlsruhe, Germany: 20-23 September 2027
e Split, Croatia: 28—30 October 2027
o Rotterdam, Netherlands: 3—7 May 2028

Exact dates of the final presentations will be agreed at a later stage, in accordance with the organisational
circumstances of the partner festivals and the development of their full programmes. Each partner festival
will subsequently select one project that best aligns with its programme.

Application Requirements

Applications must be submitted by completing the online application form available at:
https://forms.gle/b4zaGLKgF6sLdbREA

Applicants will be asked to provide the following information:

Project description, including artistic concept, themes, and intended format
Stage of development, outlining the current phase of creation and planned next steps
Artistic team information, including short biographies of the core team members (max. 3 people)

Motivation statement, explaining the interest in participating in CIRCUS LOOPS and engaging with

the Feedback Loops methodology

e Video material, such as previous work or work-in-progress (links only; no large file uploads,
duration up to 2 minutes)

e Technical needs, if relevant for the residency context

All applications must be submitted in English by 17 June 2026 at 23:59 CET, as indicated in this call. Only
complete applications submitted through the official form will be considered. Applications submitted after
the deadline will not be considered.

A preview of the application form is available in the shared folder to support applicants in preparing their
submissions.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Selection Criteria

Applications will be evaluated by an international jury composed of three representatives of the partner
organisations and three independent external experts.

All applications will be evaluated in accordance with the principles of independence and impartiality.
Jury members are required to declare any actual or potential conflict of interest prior to the evaluation
process. In such cases, the jury member will not participate in the evaluation or discussion of the
concerned application.

The selection procedure is designed to ensure transparency, equal treatment, and non-discrimination of
all applicants.

Projects will be assessed according to the following criteria:

Relevance to the CIRCUS LOOPS Methodology

The degree to which the project demonstrates openness to audience dialogue and an interest in
integrating feedback into the creative process. Particular attention will be given to projects that show
interest in feedback processes and experimentation with audience perspectives, as well as a clear
approach to sharing with diverse audiences.

Motivation

The applicant’s motivation to participate in the programme, including their willingness to engage in a
feedback-based creative process and their interest in participatory approaches. The jury will assess how
clearly applicants articulate their expectations, learning goals, and reasons for engaging with the Feedback
Loops methodology.

Artistic Quality and Artistic Approach

The artistic strength and artistic approach of the proposed project, including the clarity of the artistic
vision, creative concept, and its potential contribution to contemporary circus practice.

Stage of Development and Feasibility

The suitability of the project for the CIRCUS LOOPS trajectory, with priority given to projects in an early or
mid-stage of creation that can benefit from the residency and feedback process. The jury will also assess
whether the proposed timeline and development plan are realistic within the programme framework.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.



CIRCUS ‘
LOOPS CiRCUSSTAD O Wi ZIRKUSSON B e

Artistic Profile

The professional background and artistic trajectory of the applicant(s), including previous work and
experience in contemporary circus or related performing arts.

Each criterion is scored from 0 to 10 (maximum total: 50 points), and applications must reach a minimum
of 30 points to be considered for selection.

All eligible applications will be evaluated independently by each jury member. The selection process
combines scoring and collective discussion: scores provide an initial ranking, while jury discussions allow
for comparison and contextual evaluation. While all criteria are equally scored, particular emphasis is
placed on Relevance to the CIRCUS LOOPS Methodology and Artistic Quality and Artistic Approach in the
final selection.

Projects are selected through a multi-stage process (longlist, shortlist, final selection). The final decision
will consider total score, relevance to the methodology, feasibility within the programme, overall balance
of selected projects, and available budget. In line with the programme framework, the jury may adjust the
combination of selected projects (e.g. solo or collective formats) to ensure a balanced and feasible
allocation of resources. In case of equal scores, priority will be given to Relevance to the CIRCUS LOOPS
Methodology and Artistic Quality and Artistic Approach. The jury may also exceptionallyinclude a limited
number of wild card projects based on artistic risk, originality, or specific relevance to the methodology.

All applications will be evaluated under equal conditions and based on the same criteria. Jury members
must declare any conflict of interest and will not participate in evaluating the concerned application.
Evaluation results and decisions will be documented to ensure transparency and compliance with EU
funding requirements, and the list of selected projects will be publicly published.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Timeline

Phase

Launch & Application
Period

Technical Check

Jury Evaluation

Results

Kick-off

Date

17 April — 17 June 2026
(23:59 CET)

17 — 26 June 2026

27 June — 20 July 2026

By 25 July 2026

25 July 2026

Online Information Sessions

O Wi ZIRKUSSON B e

Activity

Open call published and open for applications;
distribution through partner networks; online
info sessions. Applications must be submitted by
17 June 2026 at 23:59 CET.

Eligibility and completeness check of
applications

Evaluation of applications by the jury

Publication of results and notification of
applicants. The results will be publicly available
and will include the list of selected projects,
their country of origin, a short project
description, and the funding awarded.

Online kick-off meeting with selected artists

To support applicants in preparing their submissions, the CIRCUS LOOPS partners will organise two online

information sessions, where the project, open call, and application process will be presented in detail.

Participants will also have the opportunity to ask questions.

The sessions will take place on the following dates:

e 4 May 2026
e 19 May 2026

The exact time of each session will be announced via the partners’ websites and social media channels.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Following each session, a summary of questions and answers (Q&A) will be compiled and published
online in a dedicated shared folder to ensure equal access to information for all applicants.

CIRCUS LOOPS — Open Call 2026 — Information

Further information on how to join the sessions will be published on the project partners’ websites and

communication channels.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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Final Notes / Impressum

CIRCUS LOOPS is a cooperation project led by Circusstad Festival (Netherlands), Zirkus ON
(Germany), and Cirkus Kolektiv (Croatia).

This project is co-funded by the Creative Europe Programme of the European Union.

The content of this open call reflects the views of the project partners only, and the European
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information
contained therein.

Contact

For any questions regarding the open call, please contact:
circusloops@gmail.com

Data Protection

Personal data submitted through the application process will be processed solely for the purposes of
the selection procedure and the implementation of the project, in accordance with applicable data
protection regulations.

Data will be processed lawfully, fairly, and transparently, and will be limited to what is necessary for
the purposes of the open call and project implementation. Personal data will be retained only for as
long as necessary for reporting, audit, and legal obligations related to the project.

Disclaimer

The project partners reserve the right to make changes to the open call, including the timeline and
programme details, if necessary due to organisational or external circumstances.

Media and Documentation

By applying to this open call, applicants acknowledge and accept that project activities may be
photographed, filmed, and otherwise documented, and that these materials may be used by the
project partners for communication, promotion, and reporting purposes.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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